


/^HHk/fc/zSm^vSkmPTMMlt^A
fr-rv
ll°\vBBSS?

^£86^^

BANCROFT
LIBRARY

THE LIBRARY
OF

THE UNIVERSITY
OF CALIFORNIA







FUNERAL CEREMONY

TO BE OBSERVED AT THE

BURIAL OF MEMBERS

Independent irder of |)dd Jelkra,

ADOPTED BY THE

SOVEREIGN GRAND LODGE.

I. O. O. F.

PUBLISHED BY ORDER OF THE

SOVEREIGN GRAND LODGE, I. 0. 0. F.

1880.



H 5 ( o 4 I

A3

Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 1880, by the Sov-

ereign Grand Lodge of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows,

in the office of the Librarian of Congress, at Washington.



"TO T83
oil Ml: RARY

CONTENTS.

Forms for Public Processions :

1. Subordinate Lodge, the Patriarchal branch

not participating," 5

2. Subordinate Lodge, members of the Patri-

archal branch participating, - 6

3. Subordinate Encampment, - * 7

4 Grand Lodge, - 7

5. Grand Encampment, - - -
. 8

6. Grand Encampment, Grand Lodge, and

Subordinates, 9

Regalia, - - - - - 11

Service for the Lodge Room, House, or Church,

adopted in 1879, 12

Procession and special directions, - - 17

Service for the grave, adopted in 1874, with ad-

dition of 1880, 19

Service for the grave, adopted in 1877, with ad-

dition of 1880, 25



YjiAJifi'u

Digitized by the Internet Archive

in 2008 with funding from

Microsoft Corporation

http://www.archive.org/details/funeralceremonyaOOinderich



4cwrttts

PUBLIC PROCESSIONS.

In all processions of the Order, the following form

shall be observed:

FORM 1.

If by a Subordinate Lodge, the Patriarchal branch not

participating, the procession shall form as follows:

MUSIC.

MARSHAL.

OUTSIDE GUARDIAN,
(With drawn Sword )

escort. BANNER. escort.

SCENE SUPPORTERS,
(Bearing White Wands.)

INITIATORY, WHITE, PINK, ROYAL BLUE, GREEN, AND
SCARLET DEGREE MEMBERS,

(Two or four abreast.)

PAST GRANDS,
(In order of Juniority, those having the Royal Purple Degree In the rear.)

INSIDE GUARDIAN,
(With drawn Sword.)

CONDUCTOR,
(Bearing Wand.)

SECRETARY.

SUPPORTER,
(Bearing Wand of Office.)

SUPPORTER,
(Bearing Wand of Office.)

CHAPLAIN,
(With White Scarf.)

TREASURER.

VICE GRAND,
(With Gavel.)

NOBLE GRAND,
(With Gavel.)

WARDEN,
(Bearing the Axe.)

SECRETARY.

SUPPORTER,
(Bearing Wand of Office.)

SUPPORTER,
(Bearing Wand of Office.)
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b FORilS FOR PUELIC PRr CESSIONS.

FORM 2.

If by a Su bordinate Lodge, members of the Patriarchal

branch participating, the procession shall form as follows:

MUSIC.

MARSHAL.

OUTSIDE GUARDIAN,
(With drawn Sword.)

ESCORT. BANNER. ESCORT.

SCENE SUPPORTERS,
(Bearing White Wands.)

INITIATORY, WHITE, PINK, ROYAL BLUE, GREEN, AND
SCARLET DEGREE MEMBERS,

(Two or four abreast.)

MEMBERS OF THE SCARLET DEGREE, WHO HAVE TAKEN
THE PATRIARCHAL DEGREES,

(In order of Juniority.)

PAST GRANDS,
(Not possessing the Patriarchal Degrees.)

PAST GRANDS, WHO ARE MEMBERS OF THE PATRIARCHAL
BRANCH,

(According to Rank and Seniority.)

INSIDE GUARDIAN,
(With drawn Sword.)

CONDUCTOR,
(Bearing Wand.)

SECRETARY.

SUPPORTER,
(Bearing Wand of Office.)

SUPPORTER,
(Bearing Wand of Office.)

CHAPLAIN,
(With White Scarf.)

TREASURER.

VICE GRAND,
(With Gavel.)

NOBLE GRAND,
(With Gavel.)

WARDEN,
(Bearing the Axe.)

SECRETARY.

SUPPORTER,
(Bearing Wand of Office.;

SUPPORTER,
(Bearing Wand of Office.)



FORMS FOR PUBLIC PROCESSIONS.

FORM 3.

If an Encampment turns out as an Encampment, it

shall form in the following order:

MUSIC.

MARSHAL.

OUTSIDE SENTINEL,
(With diawn Sword.)

ESCORT. BANNER ESCORT.

MEMBERS IN ORDER OF JUNIORITY,
(Two or four abreast.)

PAST OFFICERS IV ORDER OF SENIORITY,
(Unless the Grand Encampment in out.)

INSIDE SENTINEL,
(With drawn Sword.)

JUNIOR WARDEN AND GUIDE.

SCRIBE.

FOURTH WATCH.

GUARD OF TENT,
(With Spear.)

SECOND WATCH.

TREASURER.

SENIOR WARDEN.

HIGH PRIEST.

SCRIBE.

THIRD WATCH.

GUARD OF TENT,
(With Spear.)

CHIEF PATRIARCH. FIRST WATCH.

FORM 4.

When a Grand Lodge is in procession it shall form in

the following order, and take position in the rear of the

Subordinate branch:

MUSIC.

GRAND MARSHAL.



Zj forms for public processions.

escokt. BANNER, ESCORT.
(Carried by the Grand Herald.)

GRAND GUARDIAN,
(With drawn Sword.)

PAST GRANDS AND PAST OFFICERS,
(In order of Seniority.)

GRAND SECRETARY. GRAND TREASURER.

GRAND CONDUCTOR. GRAND CHAPLAIN. GRAND WARDEN.

Supposedby a DEPUTY GRAND MASTER> Supported by a

GRAND REP. GRAND MASTER. GRAND REP.

FORM 5.

When a Giand Encampment is in procession it shall

take precedence, and the Grand Marshal thereof shall

control the procession, in which case he will be in front

of the column.

MUSIC.

GRAND MARSHAL.

ESCORT. BANNER, ESCOHT.

(Carried by the Giaud Outside Sentinel.)

GRAND SENTINEL,
(With drawn Sword.)

MEMBERS OF GRAND ENCAMPMENT AND PAST OFFICERS,
(In order of Senioiity.)

GRAND JUNIOR WARDEN. GRAND SENIOR WARDEN.

GRAND SCRIBE. GRAND TREASURER.

PAST H. PRIEST, GRAND HIGH PRIEST. PAST H. PRIEST
(Bearing Ci ook .)

(Bearing Crook.)

GRAND REP. GRAND PATRIARCH. GRAND REP.
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FOKM 6.

In case the Grand Encampment, Grand Lodge, and

Subordinates of both branches are in procession, the fol-

lowing shall be the order

:

SUBORDINATE LODGE.

SUBORDINATE ENCAMPMENT.

GRAND LODGE.

GRAND ENCAMPMENT.

If there is no Grand Encampment, but a Subordinate

Encampment, the procession shall form as follows:

SUBORDINATE LODGE.

SUBORDINATE ENCAMPMENT.

GRAND LODGE.

If a Subordinate Lodge turns out, as in Form 1 or 2,

with a Grand Lodge, they will form:

SUBORDINATE LODGE.

GRAND LODGE.
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FUNERAL PROCESSION, REGALIA,

AND SERVICE.

REGALIA.

The Regalia to be worn by all brothers of the Order,

when attending the funeral of a deceased brother, shall

be as follows

:

First, A black crape rosette, having a centre of the color

of the highest degree to which the bearer may have at-

tained, to be worn on the left breast; above it a sprig of

evergreen, and below it (if the wearer be an Elective or

Past Officer), the jewel or jewels which, as such, he may
be entitled to wear.

Second, The ordinary mourning badge to be worn by
brothers in memory of a deceased brother, shall be a strip

of black crape passed through one button-hole only of the

left lapel of the coat, and tied with a narrow ribbon of the

color of the highest degree to which the bearer may have

attained.

Note.—The several State Grand Encampments and
Grand Lodges may, at their discretion, permit the usual

regalia of the Order to be worn at funerals, either in con-

nection with or as a substitute for the simple regalia above

described.

11



12 FORM OF FUNERAL SERVICE.

FUNERAL SERVICE.

FOR THE LODGE ROOM, HOUSE, OR CHURCH.

(The Lodge or Encampment being called to order.)

Noble Grand [or Chief Patriarch]. Brothers :

We are assembled on an occasion of mournful inter-

est. Often have we been reminded, in the solemn

ceremonies of our Order, of the great truth that we

were born to die. Mortality has been presented to

our view, that we might the more earnestly seek an

immortality beyond this fleeting life, where death

comes no more forever. We are reminded by this

sad and mournful event that another spirit has taken

its departure. A brother has been summoned and

has responded to the call. The burning taper of

life has been extinguished and a brother is dead.

All that remains of him lies mute before us. The

light of the eye has gone out, and the lips which

once breathed the language of fraternal greetings,

are silent. The strong man is powerless, and lost to

us forever this side the grave. The silver cord is

loosed—the golden bowl is broken. The dust must

return to the earth as it was, and the spirit has gone

to God who gave it. We pay our mournful tribute

of affection this day and bury our dead out of our

sight. It is meet and right, at such time, while in

the presence of the dead, that we should be silent,

and let the words of the Infinite speak, that we may

gather consolation, and that lessons of wisdom and in-
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struction may impress upon our minds the importance

of a suitable preparation for the last great change

which must pass upon us all.

Let us be reverently attentive while our Chaplain

reads from Holy Writ.

Chaplain. " Thine hands have made me and fash-

ioned me together round about; yet Thou dost de-

stroy me. Is there not an appointed time to man

upon the earth ? Are not his days also like the

days of an hireling ? If a man die shall he live again ?

All the days of my appointed time will I wait till my
change come. What man is he that liveth and shall

not see death ? Shall he deliver his soul from the

hand of the grave ? One generation passeth away

and another cometh. The days of our years are

three score years and ten, and if by reason of strength

they be four score years, yet is their strength, labor

and sorrow, for it is soon cut off and we fly away.

For He knoweth our frame, He remembereth that

we are dust. For we are strangers before Thee and

sojourners, as were all our fathers. Our days on the

earth are as a shadow, and there is none abiding.

When a few years are come, then I shall go the way

whence I shall not return.

11 Lord, make me to know mine end and the meas-

ure of my days what it is; that I may know how

frail I am. So teach us to number our days that we

may apply our hearts unto wisdom.
14 Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with
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all thy might, for there is no work, nor device, nor

knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave whither thou

goest. But man dieth and wasteth away; yea, mau

giveth up the ghost, and where is he ? So man lieth

down and riseth not, till the heavens be no more.

" Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my
last end be like his. For I know that my Redeemer

liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter day upon

the earth; and though after my skin worms destroy

this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God, whom I

shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and

not another."

Chaplain. Help, Lord, for the faithful fail from

among the children of men.

Response. Help us, O Lord.

Chaplain. The righteous cry and the Lord hear-

eth, and delivereth them out of all their troubles.

Response. Hear us, O Lord.

Chaplain. The Lord is nigh unto them that are

of a broken heart, and saveth such as be of a contrite

spirit.

Response. Be nigh unto us, O Lord.

Chaplain. But God will redeem my soul from the

power of the grave.

Response. Redeem us, Lord.

Noble Grand [or Chi rf Patriarch-]. Our brother

was a faithful and true Odd Fellow. He has fallen

amid life's struggles, at the post of duty, full of hon-

ors. Let the record of his virtues and worth be indeli-
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bly inscribed upon our hearts, and his memory cher-

ished forever. God of the universe, into Thy hands

we commit the departed spirit.

Response. The will of God be done.

• Th^bibwmg hymn will be sung :

//}
r * .^stts.—VrMr. -—

up ^^^fW-' fir &+%>•* " :

"

t'*€&T4A thousand ages in Thy sight,

/ Are like an evening gone;

Short as the watch that ends the night,

Before the rising sun.

The busy tribes of flesh and blood,

With all their cares and fears,

Are carried downward by the flood,

And lost in foll'wing years.

Time, like an ever-rolling stream,

Bears all its sons away;

They fly, forgotten as a dream

Dies at the opening day.

O God, our help in ages past,

Our hope for years to come;

Be Thou our guard while life shall last,

And our perpetual home.

[ADDRESS OR REMARKS
]

The following prayer (or an extemporaneous one)

will be offered by the Chaplain :

God of all grace and mercy, in this dark hour of

sorrow, we humbly lift our hearts to Thee in prayer.

Grant unto us, we beseech Thee, that light which
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cometh down from above. Thou hast mercifully as-

sured us in Thy Word that the bruised reed Thou

wouldst not break. Remember us in mercy, O Lord,

before Thee now. [Be Thou in this sad hour the

Father of the fatherless and the widow's God. Ad-

minister to them, we pray Thee, in this hour of grief

the consolations which Thou only canst give ] As we

look to the hopes which lie beyond the grave, may

we forget these sad scenes of frail mortality, and be

bound yet closer together in the ties of Friendship,

Love, and Truth.

As we behold the frailty of mankind, and are re-

minded of the uncertainty of our continuance in life

upon the earth, and of our own mortality, may Thy

Grace and Thy Spirit lead us to turn our thoughts

to those things which make for our everlasting hap-

piness. Put our minds in proper frame, we beseech

Thee, to improve the admonitions of Thy providence,

and may our thoughts be fixed more devotedly upon

Thee, the only sure refuge in time of trouble. And

when our earthly pilgrimage is ended, " when the silver

cord is loosed and the golden bowl is broken" with us,

grant, we humbly pray Thee, Merciful Father, in that

moment of mortal extremity, Thy presence, to cheer

and comfort us. May Thy rod and Thy staff sup-

port us as we enter the dark valley, and we at last

gain admission into the ineffable glories of a home

in Heaven Amen.

Response. Amen ! Amen !
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PROCESSION.

The order of procedure at the funeral of a deceased

brother shall be as follows

:

The procession shall form in the manner prescribed

(Form 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, or 6, as the case may be), and prece-

dence shall be observed as set forth in each case.

At the appointed hour the Encampment or Lodge of

which the deceased was a member shall meet at its room,

and the Chief Patriarch or Noble Grand, or, in the absence

of the chief officer, the Senior Warden or Vice Grand, or,

in the absence of the first and second officers of the body,

the Senijr Past Chief Patriarch or Past Grand present,

shall call the Encampment or Lodge, as the case may be,

to order, briefly state the object of the convocation, and
appoint a Marshal (unless such officer is provided by the

la\^s of the body), who shall form the procession in accord-

ance ^dtli the regulations.

The Column shall then pass in regular order from the

hall to the locality from whence the funeral may have

been appointed to start, and from thence to the place of

interment.

On such occasions, the Marshal shall wear a black scarf,

and bear a baton bound with black crape.

The Outside Guardian shall bear a red wand bound
with black crape.

The Scene Supporters shall bear white wands bound
with black crape.

The Inside Guardian shall be'ar the regalia and insignia

indicating the rank in the Order of the deceased brother.

The Supporters of the Vice Grand shall bear their wands
of office bound with black crape.

The Chaplain shall wear a white scarf.

The Warden shall bear the axe bound with black crape.
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The Conductor shall bear his wand of office bound with

black crape.

The Supporters of the Noble Grand shall bear their

wands of office bound with black crape.

Invited brethren will take places with the members of

the Lodge, according to their rank. The Lodges, when
more than one attend, shall be arranged in order of

juniority preceding the Lodge conducting the ceremonies.

On arriving at the place appointed for the starting of

the funeral, the brothers shall take position in the above

order immediately before the corpse, and shall precede it

to the place of interment.

On arriving at such place of interment, the brothers

shall open to the right and left, and allow the corpse,

mourners, etc., to pass through, the brothers on either

side standing uncovered, the hat held in the left hand of

each, and joining hands with each other. And after the

passing of the corpse, mourners, etc., between the two

lines, the brothers shall re-form in procession after them

in reversed order, and close the procession into and with-

in the place of interment.

After the performance of such religious service as the

friends of the deceased may cause to be there performed,

and before the final closing of the grave, the brothers

shall form silently, and as nearly as may be according to

the order above set forth, uncovered, the hat in the left

hand of each, and joining hands with each other in one or

more circles, as regular as the nature of the ground may
admit, around the grave, when the Chaplain, or in default

of a Chaplain the N. G., may address the brothers and

offer up a prayer, or may address the brethren without

the offering of a prayer; and after such address or prayer,

or both, or if there be no address or prayer, then after a

pause suited to the solemnity of the occasion, the N G.
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shall advance singly to the head of the grave, and cast

into it, with the right hand, the sprig of evergreen from

his regalia, and shall return to his place; whereupon the

brothers from left to right in regular succession, and in

such numbers at a time as not to cause confusion, shall

advance to the grave, shall cast into it (each with the

right hand) the sprig of evergreen from their regalia, and

shall return to their place. And after all have done this,

the brothers shall silently re-form into procession accord-

ing to the order observed in coming to the place of inter-

ment, and shall return in such order to the Lodge-room,

where the N. G., or other proper officer, shall declare the

funeral ceremonies to be closed.

If, at the time of his death, the deceased brother was a

member of an Encampment, the Encampment may attend

the funeral in a body, in order similar to that prescribed

for Lodges, and shall take the position in line designated
;

and the funeral ceremonies shall be conducted by the

Subordinate Encampment or Lodge, except that if the

brother was a past or present elective officer of a Grand
Lodge or Grand Encampment—then the ceremonies may
be conducted by such Grand Lodge or Grand Encamp-
ment.

FUNERAL SERVICE.

The coffin being at the grave, and such religious services

performed as the friends of the deceased may have desired,

the Noble Grand shall take position at the head of the

grave, with the Chaplain on his right hand. Silently, and

uncovered, the brethren, joining hands with each other,

shall form in one or more circles around the grave, as near

as may be, holding the hat in the left hand, and the cere-

mony shall proceed as follows:
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Noble Grand.

Brethren of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows

:

We are assembled to perform the last office which

the living can render to the dead. Be attentive,

therefore, to the instruction now to be imparted.

Chaplain.

My Brethren : A solemn occasion brings us here

to-day; and as the coffin and the grave so forcibly

speak to us of our mortality, may we not ask with

the Psalmist, " Lord, what is man, that Thou art

mindful of him, and the son of man, that Thou visit-

est him?" From the Sacred Scriptures comes the

response :
" Man that is born of woman is of few

days, and full of trouble. He cometh forth like a

flower, and is cut down; he fleeth also as a shadow,

and continueth not."
il We bring our years to an

end, as it were a tale that is told. The dust shall

return to the earth as it was, and the spirit shall re-

turn unto God, who gave it."

In obedience to the Divine will, our brother has

been removed from earth and its associations. But,

though he be dead, shall he not live again ? Yea,

verily; for it is said in Holy Writ, "Though I walk

through the valley and shadow of death, I will fear

no evil, for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff

comfort me. My flesh, also, shall rest in hope, for

Thou wilt not leave my soul in the grave."
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Thus, though we now deposit in the earth the

mortal remains of our beloved brother, we have ao

assurance of meeting again, at the coming of that

day to which Hope looks forward with ardent joy,

when the tears and woes of this life shall be sub-

merged in the healing tide that flows from the eternal

fountain of Divine Peace and Love.

Our help is in the name of the Lord, and though

He cause grief, yet will He have compassion accord-

ing to the multitude of His mercies. Take heed,

then, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil

heart of unbelief in departing from the living God.

Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous-

man his thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord,

aud He will have mercy upon him, and to our God,

for He will abundantly pardon. In His presence is

fulness of joy; at His right hand are pleasures for-

evermore

Chaplain. Man shall be brought to the grave. The
clods of the valley shall be sweet unto him, and every man
shall draw after him, as there are innumerable before him.

Noble Grand. What man is he that liveth and shall

Dot see death ? Shall he deliver his soul from the hand of
the grave?

Chaplain. There is no man that hath power over the
spirit to retain it; neither hath he power in the day of
death; and there is no discharge in that war.

Noble Grand. Your fathers, where are they ? and the
prophets, do they live forever ?

Chaplain. We are strangers before Thee, and sojourn-
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ers, as were all our fathers; our days on earth are as a
shadow, there is none abiding.

Noble Grand. Is there not an appointed time to man
upon earth ? Are not his days also like the days of an
hireling ?

Chaplain. To everj'thing there is a season, and a time
for every purpose uuder the heaven; a time to be born and
a time to die; a time to weep and a time to laugh

Noble Grand If a man die, shall he live again ?

Chaplain. Verily, verily, I say unto you, except a corn
of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone; but
if it die. it bringeth forth much fruit. For we have here
no continuing city, but we seek one to come.

Response by Brethren Farewell, Brother ! We hope
to meet you in the Eternal Home.

(After a pause.)

Chaplain. Man goeth to his long home, and the mourn-
ers go about the streets. Then shall the dust return to
the earth as it was, and the spirit shall return unto God
who gave it.

Noble Grand.

[Casting a sprig of evergreen into the grave.]

As Odd Fellows, we deposit this evergreen in the

grave of our deceased brother, as a token that while

we bury his frailties with his body, his virtues shall

dwell greenly in our memories.

[The brothers will now deposit their evergreens; after

which either of the following hymns may be sung :]
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HYMN I—0. M.

Few are thy days, and full of woe,

man, of woman born

;

Thy doom is written, "Dust thoa art,

To dust thou shalt return."

Behold the emblem of thy state

In flowers that bloom and die;

Or in the shadow's fleeting form

That mocks the gazer's eye.

Determined are the days that fly

Successive o'er thy head

;

The numbered hour is on the wing,

That lays thee with the dead.

Great God, afflict not in Thy wrath,

The short allotted span,

That bounds the few and weary days

Of pilgrimage to man.

HYMN n.—7's.

Air—Norwich.

Solemn strikes the funeral chime^

Notes of our departing time,

As we journey here below,

Through a pilgrimage of woe.

Mortals now indulge a tear,

For mortality is here;

See how wide her trophies wave,

O'er the slumbers of the grave.
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God of life's eternal day,

Guide us, lest from Thee we stray

By a false, delusive light,

To the shades of endless night.

Lord of all below, above,

Fill our souls with truth and love;

When dissolved our earthly tie,

Take us to Thy home on high.

Prayer by Chaplain.

Almighty and Eternal God. the Creator and Re-

deemer of all mankind, we pray Thee to impress us

with a sense of the shortness and uncertainty of hu-

man life. In Thy hands alone are the issues of life

and death, and we humbly beseech Thee to look up-

on us in mercy, while we weep with those that weep.

Grant that we who survive may put our trust in

Thee, and do those things which are pleasing in Thy

sight. O merciful God, we commend to Thy un-

failing goodness those whom it hath pleased Thee to

add to the number of the sorrowing. Remember

them in mercy, and sanctify Thy fatherly correction

to them. Give them patience under their affliction,

and resignation to Thy will. Be Thou their strength

and shield, and relieve them according to their needs.

Bless our beloved Order here and everywhere. May
Friendship and Love abide with us, while Thy

Spirit leads us in the way of Truth. Maintain peace
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and prosperity within our borders; shield us from the

shafts of enmity, and make us dwell in unity—faith-

ful in principle and fruitful in good works. And un-

to Thy holy name be ascribed the honor and glory

forever.

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make

His face to shine upon you, and be gracious unto you;

the Lord lift up His fatherly countenance upon you,

and give you peace, now and evermore. Amen.

[On the conclusion of the ceremonies, the brethren

shall silently re-form in procession according to the order

observed in coming to the place of interment, and shall

return in such order to the Lodge-room, where the N. G.,

or other proper officer, shall declare the funeral ceremo-

nies to be closed.]

[Note.—Encampments and Lodges are privileged to use

the foregoing Funeral Service and Prayer, or the follow-

ing, but such form as may be selected must be strictly

adhered to. ]

FUNERAL SERVICE.

We are assembled, my brethren, to render the

last office which the living may minister to the

dead.

• Man is born to die. The coffin, the grave, the

sepulchre, speak to us in language that cannot be
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misunderstood, however unheeded it may be, of

"man's latter end." Youth, in its har.mlessness

and comparative innocency, and manhood, with its

wonted vigor and pride of strength, are not more

exempt than decrepit and tottering age from the

fixed law of being, which dedicates all that is

mortal to decay and death.

This truth is inscribed in the great volume of

Nature upon its every page. The beautiful and

the sublime which the handiwork of the Creator

displays on our every side, fearfully associate the

unerring certainty of the end of all things, amid

the vividness of the moral which they are ever

suggesting to the contemplative mind.

Day after day, we are called upon to follow our

fellow-creatures to that bourne from whence no

traveller returns : but from the house of mourning

we go forth again to mingle in the crowded world,

heedless perhaps of the precarious tenure of life

and the certainty of that end to which all flesh is

rapidly tending. He who gives the vigor of body,

without warning paralyzes the stout heart and

strikes down the athletic frame. The living of to-

day become the dead of the morrow.

Men appear upon and disappear from the stage

of life, as wave meets wave and parts upon the

troubled waters. " In the midst of life we are in

death." He whose lips now utter these tones of
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solemn warning, in turn will be stilled in the cold

and cheerless house of the dead, and in the Provi-

dence of God none may escape.

Let us, then, so far improve the lesson as to be

prepared for that change which leads to life eternal.

Chaplain. Man shall be brought to the grave.

The clods of the valley shall be sweet unto him, and

every man shall draw after him, as there are innu-

merable before him.

1\ oble Grand. What man is he that liveth and

shall not see death ? Shall he deliver his soul from

the hand of the grave ?

Chaplain. There is no man that hath power over

the spirit to retain it; neither hath he power in I he

day of death ;
and there is no discharge in that war.

Noble Grand. Your fathers, where are they ?

and the prophets, do they live forever?

Chaplain. We are strangers before Thee, and

sojourners, as were all our fathers; our days on earth

are as a shadow, there is none abiding.

Noble Grand, Is there not an appointed time to

man upon earth ? Are not his days also like the

days of an hireling ?

Chaplain. To everything there is a season, and a

time for every purpose under the heaven ; a time to

be born and a time to die; a. time to weep and a

time to laugh.
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Noble Grand. If a man die, shall he live again ?

Chaplain. Verily, verily, I say unto you, except

a coru of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abid-

eth alone; but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.

For we have here no continuing city, but we seek one

to come.

Response by Brethren. Farewell, Brother ! We
hope to meet you in the Eternal Home.

(After a pause.)

Chaplain. Man goeth to his long home, and the

mourners go about the streets. Then shall the dust

return to the earth as it was, and the spirit shall re-

turn unto God who gave it.

PRAYER.

Our Father and our God, who art the resurrec-

tion and the life, in whom whosoever believeth

shall live though he die, and whosoever liveth and

believeth in Thee shall not die—hear, we beseech

Thee, the voice of Thy creatures here assembled,

and turn not away from our supplications.

We humbly beseech Thee so to imbue us with a

conviction of our entire helplessness and dependence

upon Thee, that we may be brought to meditate

upon the uncertainty of life and the certainty of

death. In the dispensation of Thy Providence,

thou hast summoned from amongst us our brother,

and we, the surviving monuments of Thy mercy,
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are gathered together to commit his remains to the

earth. Give, God, we beseech Thee, Thy Holy

Spirit to us, whom thou hast spared ; increase our

knowledge, and confirm our faith in Thee, forever.

[Bless and comfort, we pray Thee, those whom it

has pleased Thee to add to the number of the discon-

solate ; buoy them up under this heavy stroke, sus-

tain them against despondency. ! wilt Thou be

.

their Father and their God, and pour down from

on highThy blessings upon their heads.] Bless,

Heavenly Father ! the brethren here assembled

;

imbue them with the wisdom ofThy laws, and draw

them unto Thee by the cords of Thy inestimable

love ; impress them with their duty to each other

as brethren, and their obligations in the various

relations of human life ; and, finally, bless our be-

loved Order throughout the globe. Preserve its

principles and its purposes from innovation ; sus-

tain it from the shafts of enmity—protect it from

self-immolation, and shield it from all evil, and unto

Thee we shall render the praise, forever. Amen.
















